
St. Paul’s Epistle  December 2022 edition 

  

 

 

 

Reaching out with 

the love of Jesus. 
December 2022 edition 

Worship  

Sunday at 8:00 & 10:30AM 

  

www.stpaulswr.org 

 Bible Class Schedule p.2 

 December Worship         

Highlights p.3 

 In the “Between” Time p.4 

 Gathering for Advent p.5 

 Anticipating His Presence p.5 

 Time Alone to Shop & Wrap 

p.5 

 The Historical Reality of 

Christmas p.6 

 A Sea of Blue Hymnals p.6 

 Craft Sale Recap p.6 

 Christmas Shopping with 

Scrip p.6 

 

 

O JESUS CHRIST, YOUR MANGER IS 
A Meditation on Hymn 342 

 

By Pastor Peter Plagenz 

  In a few short weeks the business of the holiday season will be 

here. There will be dinners to prepare and floors to sweep for guests 

that are traveling. Decorations will be put out; lights will be hung; 

trees will be trimmed and gifts will be wrapped. And all of this on top 

of the usual business that often fills our lives.  

Maybe you’ve been there too—plopping down in the pew on 

Christmas Eve with a big sigh, trying to push all that stuff out of your 

mind so you can actually focus on what you’re about to hear. You know 

this is why you’re here and what all this is about—why your house is lit 

up and smells like pine.  

But as you look back on the past weeks you realize this might be 

the first time you’re actually giving it thought. How easily all those  

peripheries become the focal point. Have mercy on us, Lord!  

Perhaps this year can be a bit different. Perhaps this year the focus 

can be the manger scarcely holding the Word made flesh. Come! See 

God’s own Child who rules the wind and the waves meekly coming to 

serve you, sinner though you are—to sit with you in your lowest lows. 

And all so that you can once again be intimately connected to the al-

mighty God.  

Continued on page 2 
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How can this be? How can I be worthy of a gift that the angels in 

heaven long for? Only by the great love of God!  

This, then, is a true treasure that outshines any other—one that 

gives good cheer and gladness which no family feast or tradition can 

match. Let the world chase their “valuable” toys. There’s no joy there. 

As their flicker of pleasure burns out, they’re left exhausted and empty. 

But not me. My heart clings to something far greater—the Word 

made flesh for me. Here, with him, my striving and staining ends and 

feet-up I finally rest. Nothing can deprive me of this bliss, because    

beyond this life of sorrow and disappointment is a crown of glory       

inscribed with my name.  

Make this year different. Put all else in its place on the fringes and 

bask in the glow of the manger. 

O Jesus Christ, make it so. Amen. † 

O JESUS CHRIST, YOUR MANGER IS 

Continued from page 1 

Everyone is welcome at the 

Sunday Bible Class, which is held 

in the cafeteria from 9:15-10:15AM. 

Take note that there is no class on 

Christmas Day and New Year’s 

Day. 

Nov. 27 – “Where, O Death, is your 

sting?” – Facing Your Own 

Death 

Dec. 4 – “He comforts us in all our 

troubles.” – The Christian     

Funeral 

Dec. 11 – “He comforts us in all our 

troubles.” – The Christian     

Funeral, Part 2 

Dec. 18 – Flexible (could finish up 

funeral discussion OR discuss 

take-home questions) 

Dec. 25 – No class 

Jan. 1 – No class 

Jan. 8 – Begin a new series titled: 

“Transgenderism and the 

Christian” † 

UPCOMING BIBLE 

CLASS SCHEDULE 

HYMN 342 - O JESUS CHRIST, YOUR MANGER IS 
 

O Jesus Christ, your manger is  

my paradise at which I am reclining.  

For there, O Lord, we find the Word  

made flesh for us—your grace is brightly shining. 

 

He whom the sea and wind obey  

comes down to serve the sinner in great meekness.  

Now God’s own Son with us is one  

and joins us and our children in our weakness. 

 

Dear Christian friend, on him depend;  

be of good cheer and let no sorrow move you.  

For God’s own Child in mercy mild  

joins you to him—how greatly God must love you! 

 

Ponder again what glory then  

the Lord will give you for your earthly sadness.  

The angel host can never boast  

of greater glory, greater bliss or gladness. 

 

The world may hold her wealth and gold;  

but you, my heart, keep Christ as your true treasure.  

To him hold fast until at last  

a crown is yours and honor in full measure. 
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DECEMBER WORSHIP HIGHLIGHTS 

December is obviously a time 

for marking calendars with things 

like family gatherings, work par-

ties, and special trips to the store 

to pick up gifts and special sup-

plies for all the snacks and meals 

that will be prepared throughout 

the month. It’s also a time to mark 

up our calendar for some addi-

tional and special worship oppor-

tunities as we prepare to receive 

the Christchild lying in a manger 

on Christmas Day.  

MIDWEEK ADVENT 
In addition to our regular  

Sunday worship schedule, we will 

continue our practice of midweek 

Advent services on the Wednes-

days leading up to the week of 

Christmas (Nov. 30th, Dec. 7th, 

and Dec. 14th) at 4:00 and 6:30. 

The theme for those services will 

be “Promises Kept.” We will 

touch on three promises that God 

made in the Old Testament and 

how Jesus coming in the flesh  

fulfills each one. There will also 

be fellowship meals served from 

about 4:45 to 6:15 on each of 

those Wednesdays. 

CHRISTMAS CANTATA 
On Saturday, December 17th, 

there will be two opportunities 

offered in connection with our 

school. First, at 10:00AM, the  

children of the preschool will 

present their own Christmas    

service. Then, at 6:30PM, the  oth-

er classrooms (K-8) will use their 

talents and abilities in worship. 

This year, there is a unique touch 

to this   service—everything will 

be sung! The service is called 

“The Birth of Jesus: A Christmas 

Cantata” by Mary Dorn Lippert. 

Rest assured, the same scriptural 

truths that come to us each Christ-

mas season will still be shared 

and many of the same beautiful 

and beloved Christmas hymns will 

still be utilized. 

CHRISTMAS EVE 
On Christmas Eve at 6:30PM, 

we will worship using a service 

known as “A Festival of Nine    

Lessons and Carols.” This is      

patterned after a service that has 

been held at King’s College in 

Cambridge, England since 1918. 

While the layout of this service is 

simple (read-sing-read-sing-read 

etc.), there is a certain splendor in 

simply reading God’s Word and 

joyfully responding with the famil-

iar words of Christmas carols that 

echo the truths of God’s Word. 

One highlight of many in this    

service is closing by singing the 

words of Silent Night surrounded 

by the light of candles held in the 

hands of each worshipper. 

CHRISTMAS DAY 
On Christmas Day, there will 

only be one service time at 

9:30AM, even though it takes 

place on a Sunday. The same will 

be true of January 1, New Year’s 

Day. To make it clear and avoid as 

much frustration as possible: there 

will only be one service at 9:30AM 

on both December 25th and Janu-

ary 1st – please plan  accordingly. 

Communion will still be offered on 

January 1st. 

NEW YEAR’S EVE 
Last, but certainly not least, 

there is an additional opportunity 

to worship on New Year’s Eve at 

6:30PM. Communion will be      

offered. This service will cover 

what might be new material for 

some. We will observe the three 

“Christmastide Festivals” or three 

minor festivals that are, at times, 

skipped due to the busyness of 

the Christmas season (St. Stephen, 

St. John, and Holy Innocents). It 

will be a unique, but valuable,  

reminder of the purpose behind 

Christ’s birth and what it means 

for us as God’s chosen people. 

Christmas brings full calen-

dars. As you can see, that includes 

a full worship calendar, too! Our 

prayer is that these added oppor-

tunities allow for more people to 

hear about the good news that 

Christmas brings—that, through 

Jesus’ humble birth, we have 

hope, peace, and joy. You might 

even invite a loved one to join us 

for one of these special services 

that highlight the love and grace 

of God. We look forward to serv-

ing you and many others in these 

ways this next month.  † 
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Greetings to all as remarkably 

we already find ourselves caught 

in-between Thanksgiving and 

Christmas as well as the end of 

2022 and the start of the New 

Year!  Much has happened since 

the last update and even more lies 

before us as we put a wrap on this 

calendar year. 

In last month’s article we gave 

you a sneak peek with regard to 

the upcoming mini “Youth Rally” 

that would be hosted by North-

land on October 23rd.  Our own 

Brianna Perry was kind enough to 

share this about the event… 

   “About 40 teens from all 

over central Wisconsin, some 

driving over an hour to get there, 

gathered at Northland LHS for the 

first WELS Youth Night. After   

everyone arrived and acquired 

their name tag, they played a 

game or two in the gym while the 

chaperones watched. Then they 

went to the cafeteria and ate a 

meal of pizza, chips, and soda, 

with time for fellowship.  Next 

they walked to the chapel and 

sang some campfire-type songs 

led by two of Northland's teach-

ers, followed by a presentation/

Bible study led by Mr. Price. After 

that, they split into four groups to 

have a smaller Bible study, which 

focused on using Bible passages 

to witness to or encourage others. 

The evening ended with some 

free time in the gym. It went quite 

well, for it being the first time, and 

they hope for even more partici-

pants next time.” 

On November 9th we             

observed Veterans’ Day at St. 

Paul’s, which was conducted in 

conjunction with our regular  

chapel service.  Eleven veterans 

were on hand, along with a few of 

their spouses and families, as they 

were honored for their service to 

our country.  Mr. Melso gave the 

devotion after which the book, 

“America’s White Table” was 

read as the 8th grade students 

helped with a visual display. 

Hymns and patriotic songs were 

sung as we were beautifully      

IN THE “BETWEEN” TIME 
By Staff Minister Randy Pahl 

accompanied by Mrs. Fiecko.   

Afterward, one veteran, who is not 

a member of our congregation, 

shared his thanks with me and 

how appreciative he was to be 

honored by our, “Wonderful 

school and children!” 

Looking ahead, our students 

ages 8-13 will have the opportuni-

ty to take part in the annual “Hoop 

Shoot” competition.  Level one 

begins at the individual schools 

and advances from there to level 

two at East Junior High School.  In 

the past, a number of our students 

have done so well that they have 

gone on to participate in level 

three over in Chippewa Falls.  We 

wish the best of luck to all of our 

St. Paul’s competitors! 

The first few weeks of Decem-

ber are filled with still more on 

our “to do” lists, the most im-

portant of which is the preparation 

for our Savior’s birth.  During this 

time of giving thanks and Advent, 

may all of our hearts rejoice with 

those beautiful words of Luke 2, “I 

bring you good news of great joy, 

which will be for all people:  To-

day in the town of David, a Savior 

was born for you. He is Christ the 

Lord!” † 

Left: Students learned 
about “magic” and  

illusions at the PAC.  
 

Right: Older students 
help the younger ones 
learn about the solar 

system. 
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Midweek Advent isn’t just about a worship 

service; it is an opportunity to gather as a 

church family for food and fellowship. The 

fellowship meals are served between the two 

midweek service – from about 4:45 to 6:15 

each night. Each meal is served by a different 

service group. A freewill offering is taken at 

the meal. The money is used to first pay for 

the meal and then to support that group.  The first Advent meal, on 

Nov. 30, will be served by St. Paul’s Youth (SPYs). As they are able, 

we ask that congregation members bring Christmas cookies, bars, 

or another treat for dessert. Hope you can join us!  † 

GATHERING FOR ADVENT 

 

Baptism 
 Carter Gene Jaworski 
Jase Roland Peterson    

Come to Advent by Candlelight, an elegant 

evening of candlelight, music, and God’s 

Word. This year’s program will remind us not 

only of Jesus presence with us, but also his 

presents for us. Our hostesses have arranged 

beautiful tablescapes at which to enjoy      

dessert and conversation with other Christian 

women. You are welcome to invite friends. 

Space is limited, so sign up soon. (We will 

add more tables, if more women volunteer to hostess.) Sign up at 

the Ministry Table or by calling Marilyn Sigler at  715-213-0054.  † 

ANTICIPATING HIS PRESENCE 

IN THE MAILBOX 
Dear St. Paul’s, 

Thank you for the scholarship. It will help me further my educa-

tion. I can’t wait to be able to teach God’s children in the future. 

Emma Schroeder  

Emma’s scholarship was made possible through donations to      

St. Paul’s Pastor Teacher Scholarship Fund. The fund is meant to     

encourage St. Paul’s young people to enter full-time ministry.          

Students receiving the scholarship must attend Northland Lutheran 

High School, Luther Preparatory School, Martin Lutheran College or      

Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary. To contribute to the scholarship fund, 

just designate Pastor Teacher Fund on your offering envelope. For 

more information on this scholarship, contact Mike Anderson at       

715-423-5922 or 5janderson@charter.net. 

TIME ALONE TO 

SHOP AND WRAP 
It can be hard to keep Christmas 

gifts a secret when the kids are always 

around. Have a couple of hours kid-

free on Saturday, Dec. 10.  Drop off 

your children at Christmas for Kids 

from 9:00-11:45AM.  They will enjoy 

games and music, make a snack and a 

project, and hear about their Savior’s 

birth. We will even take care of lunch 

afterwards for both you and the kids, 

so you have one less thing to worry 

about. The event is for ages 3-10, but 

babysitting is available for younger 

ones. To register, look of paper forms 

on the Ministry Table in the Welcome 

Center or fill out the online form at our 

website (stpaulswr.org). † 
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The Willing Workers Craft & Bake Sale was    

another success. Thank you to everyone who        

volunteered their labor, donated baked goods or 

crafts, or purchased items from the sale. The sale 

brought in over $4,600, which will be put toward the 

principal on the church mortgage.   

The Willing Workers have a few remaining pies 

and apple crisps. You can purchase them from the 

office during the week. On Sunday, there is often a 

Willing Worker at the scrip table who may be able 

to help you. † 

Our volunteers made quick work of preparing 

our new shipment of hymnals for use in the pews. A 

special thanks goes to Jack Eron who did most of the 

work of carrying hymnals back and forth in the 

pews. Full-page labels were placed inside the front 

cover of all of the new hymnals, including those al-

ready in the pews. Now when you open the front 

cover of your hymnal, you will find prayers to use 

before, during, and after worship. Be sure to check 

them out.  † 

A SEA OF BLUE HYMNALS 

This Advent, discover how the Gospels of John the Elder and Luke the  

Historian record the details of the incarnation—God becoming man.   

Martin Luther College has put together a series of 25 devotions titled 

Word Made Flesh: The Historical Reality of Christmas. Each devotion is 

prompted by a question about the historical accuracy of the Christmas 

account. Each reminds us that Christmas is not a sweet children’s story or 

fairy tale. It is a historical event. In our skeptical times, John and Luke help 

us reaffirm the objective reality of Christmas. These devotions will remind 

you that we need more than just a spiritual idea or inspiring story. We 

need a real flesh-and-blood Savior, one who stepped into human history, changing it—and us—forever. 

A booklet of the devotions is available in the Welcome Center. You can also have them delivered to your 

email on a daily basis (Dec. 1-25) by visiting mlc-edu/publications/seasonal-devotions. † 

THE HISTORICAL REALITY OF CHRISTMAS 

CRAFT SALE RECAP 

You can earn money for our schools while you 

shop for Christmas. Scrip from either Northland      

Lutheran High School or from St. Paul’s Lutheran 

School is available for many of the places you shop for 

Christmas gifts, decorations, and holiday foods. You 

can also give physical cards as gifts. Smaller denomi-

nation cards are available during the holidays and 

make nice stocking stuffers.  

HOW TO PURCHASE 
Both scrip programs have 

some cards in stock.  You can 

purchase them from the scrip 

table on Sunday or in the 

church office during the 

week.   

For retailers that are not in-stock, you can order 

physical cards,. Orders place by Sunday morning. 

will be delivered to your church mailslot by Wednes-

day or Thursday. 

If you need scrip now, you can order it online, and 

it will be available within minutes. The card will show 

up in your scrip wallet. Just show your phone to the 

clerk when you check out. If you are shopping online, 

enter the card number in the payment area when you 

check out.  You can also print the ecard to give as a 

gift or to take with you when you go shopping. † 

CHRISTMAS SHOPPING 

WITH SCRIP 
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Current  

 In memory of Dorothy Ubinger 
given by Kevin & Sheila Provost 

and David & Kari Kellen 

 In thanksgiving for the baptism 
of their son, Carter, given by 

James & Kyla Jaworski   

Mortgage 

 In memory of Dorothy Ubinger 

given by Stephanie Bathke, Inge 

Johnson, Lonne & Amy Ubinger, 

and  Marla & Mark Maxwell  

School  

 In memory of Lisa Konkol given 
by David & Robin Koeshall  

St. Paul’s School Assistance Fund 

 In memory of Dorothy Ubinger 
given by Edna Haferman 

 In memory of Gordon Hansen, 
Judy Lubeck's brother-in-law, 
given by Edna Haferman  

Pastor/Teacher Assistance Fund  

 In celebration of Edna            
Haferman's 98th Birthday given 

by Anita Simenson  

SPECIAL GIFTS  

& MEMORIALS  
through November 13, 2022 

CATECHISM CORNER 
How do we know that Jesus is true man? 

Hebrews 2:14 -  Therefore, since the children share 

flesh and blood, he also shared the same flesh and 

blood, so that through death he could destroy the 

one who had the power of death (that is, the Devil). 

Acts 17:31 - ...because he has set a day on which he is going to 

judge the world in righteousness by the man he appointed. He 

provided proof of this to everyone by raising him from the dead. 

Romans 1:3 - This gospel is about his Son—who in the flesh was 

born a descendant of David... 

Romans 9:5 - Theirs are the patriarchs, and from them, according 

to the flesh, came the Christ, who is God over all, eternally 

blessed. Amen.  

Matthew 26:2 - “You know that after two days it will be the Passo-

ver, and the Son of Man will be handed over to be crucified.”  

The Bible reveals that Jesus is a man. 

Galatians 4:4 - But when the set time had fully come, God sent his 

Son to be born of a woman, so that he would be born under the 

law...  

Luke 2:12 - “And this will be a sign for you: You will find a baby 

wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.”  

Luke 24:39 - “Look at my hands and my feet. It is I myself. Touch 

me and see, because a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you 

see that I have.”  

Matthew 26:38 - Then he said to them, “My soul is very sorrowful, 

even to the point of death. Stay here, and keep watch with me.”  

As true man, Jesus had a body and soul. 

 

- Luther’s Catechism © 2017 NPH 

Get deals on holiday decorations, music and 

more at Dime & Dollar Thrift Store. Find a new         

holiday outfit or even an unusual gift for that hard-to

-shop-for person. Plus your purchases benefit 

Northland Lutheran High School (NLHS).  The store 

is located in the old Shopko Plaza II strip mall, next 

to LaTaqueria. They are open Monday-Friday 

10:00AM-5:00PM and Saturday 10:00AM-2:00PM. 

Dime & Dollar is able to generously support  

NLHS , because all of their goods are donated and 

they rely on volunteer labor. They accept donations 

on Tuesday and Thursday afternoons. If you would 

like to volunteer, please stop by the store or the 

church office for a volunteer application. † 

SHOP DIME & DOLLAR FOR CHRISTMAS 
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Nov. 23 ~ Thanksgiving Eve Worship 

Nov. 30 ~ First Midweek Advent Service 

Dec. 4 ~ Advent by Candlelight 

Dec. 10 ~ Christmas for Kids 

Dec. 17 ~ Preschool Christmas Program 

Dec. 17 ~ School Christmas Cantata 


